
    
 

 

 
 In this issue… Here is a little sample 

of some of the work that has been 
taking place this term at our school. 

 

 Religion – Year 7 
Studying the composite - Worship. We have at the 
similarities between Catholic, Christian and Jewish 
worship, such as their place of worship the 
Synagogues and Churches. The pupils had an 
opportunity to design their own church. They were 
very creative with their designs, especially a ‘love 
heart’ shaped church. Prayer has also been a focus this 
term with pupils using the Month of May to study the 
Rosary in depth. The importance of Mass has been a 
studied and together with prayer and the nature of the 
Church in has allowed for a greater understanding of 
this foundation of Catholic worship. 
 
 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

Religion – Year 8 
We think the design of this newsletter is great as 
is!  But, if you do not agree, you are able to make 
it yours by making a few minor design tweaks!  
Tips on updating specific features are available 
throughout this example text. 
 
To change any of the text in this document, just 
click on the block of text you want to update!  The 
formatting has already been programmed for ease 
of formatting. 
 
You can easily change the overall colors of the 
template with just a few clicks.  Go to the Design 
tab and click on Colors.  From the list of colors, you 
can choose a different color scheme.  As you hover 
over the different choices, you can see what the 
overall feel of the document will change with each 
different option. 

 

 



 

 

  
Religion – Year 9 

 
Studying the composite - World Faith Judaism. We have introduced 

the key components of the World religion. During Half Term 4 pupils 
have studied the Holocaust and had many questions about the 

Jewish faith. During this half term and the next, pupils will have opportunity to learn about this ancient 
religion. Already we have seen a high level of engagement and many excellent results from the Y9 

Progress checks. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Religion – Year 10 
Studying the Composite Life and Death. Pupils are reflecting during this unit on the meaning of life and 
the purpose of death. Asking big questions about eschatology, life after death and who has the right to 
take life? Should Euthanasia be allowed, or should we accept suffering to become closer to God? Year 
10 have been learning about the resurrection and Catholic beliefs in Heaven, Hell and Purgatory. They 

have also looked at alternative viewpoints such as those held by humanists and other faith groups. 
Questions have been asked about the authenticity of claims of Near-Death Experiences, reincarnation, 

and the immortality of the soul. 
 
 



 

 

 

 English 
In English we have been using Dual Coding a lot to support Teaching and Learning. 
Dual coding is a method of teaching which utilises icons to facilitate the movement 
of information from working to long-term memory. In the English Faculty we use 
dual coding as a strategy to support students in the acquisition of vocabulary and 
to help develop their understanding of key ideas in texts. For example, in Key 
Stage 4 dual coding has been used to aid recall of plot points and quotations in A 
Christmas Carol. In Key Stage 3 we have used this method to introduce the 
concept of rhetoric and rhetorical devices. We have also considered the different 
conventions of comedy through our study of Much Ado About Nothing in Year 8. 
 

 

     
      



 

 

 

   

History  
In History our fantastic students in year seven have been working on the 
Gunpowder Plot. Is everything we believe true? Was Fawkes Framed? Was it 
a coincidence he was found at the last minute? Students are asked to pool a 
wide range of evidence to form that key skill of Judgement!  In year 8 we 
are just starting off on Mr McHugh’s favourite subject of The Great War- 
why did it have to happen and of course this involves acting out the 
assassination scene! In year Nine students have looked at how Britain 
changed after World War Two and we use 
this man to help us-  
 

Geography  
 
In Year 7, we are currently studying 
Manchester. Pupils are exploring significant 
historical events which have shaped their city, 
including: the Industrial Revolution, the IRA 
bombing, urban regeneration. As well as 
finding out how Manchester has been shaped 
by human processes such as migration and 
economic development. Here is an example of 
a geographical enquiry undertaken on how 
migration has shaped our class.  

 
In Year 8, we are currently studying sustainability. Pupils have built 
on prior knowledge of the environment (as taught in Year 7) by 
exploring how to achieve a more sustainable future and the 
consequences of their actions. Pupils 
have designed their own sustainable 
homes (see example), explored a 
range of sustainable/unsustainable 
energy sources, and ways in which 
they can become a better global citizen 
(impact of fast fashion). 

 
In Year 9, we are currently studying rivers and flooding. Pupils are 
exploring the interdependence of human and physical processes and 
how these can shape the river profile. Pupils have an understanding 
of how engineering can overcome natural events, such as flooding. Here 
is an example of a storyboard created to help pupils understand the formation of a waterfall. 
 
In KS4, the Year 10s are currently studying UK Physical Landscapes (rivers and coasts). This 
builds on their prior learning back in KS3 (coasts in Year 8, rivers in Year 9). Pupils have an in-
depth on the physical processes which cause different landforms which occur along the course of 
a river and along the coast. Pupils have studied named examples of a river and coastline to 
explore the demonstrate their understanding to real life examples. 



 

 

 

Modern Foreign Languages 
Year 9 French have completed a research project on Francophonie which allowed them to 
research the culture and different customs from a variety of French Speaking countries. Well 
done to Akshaya, Brooke, Mia, Maddie and Megan for their beautiful work on the Guyana 
Carnival. 

Year 8 Spanish have worked on producing posters describing themselves, their families and their pets. 
This gave them to opportunity to be creative with the vocabulary, grammar and structures we have seen 
not only in this topic, but also since September. Well done to Kitti, Diego and Sienna in particular for 
making very accurate and beautifully-presented posters! 
 
 



 

 

 

Science 
In Science, Year 8 have recently been studying fluids in their physics topic. This has involved recalling 
knowledge from Year 7 on Particle Theory and using this to explain observations in greater depth. Pupils 
can now explain why objects sink or float in water, how pressure changes with depth of water, why 
surface area affects the speed at which things fall, and can use an equation to calculate density. Mrs 
Baynham’s class used air pressure to implode cans, whilst pupils in 8X1 used their learning to write a 
newspaper article to mark 110 years since the sinking of the Titanic.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

PSHE 
Year 7 have been studying topics related to hazards, including the harmful effects of alcohol and smoking 
on health and relationships. Pupils have discussed these issues maturely and are looking forward to 
learning about first aid, and fire, road and water safety. 

  
 
Year 8 - In PSHE, Year 8 pupils have been learning about 
the positive and negative aspects of different types of 
government. Pupils have learnt that the United Kingdom is a 
democracy with a constitutional monarchy. Year 8 are now 
moving on to finding out about the aims and principles of 
the United Nations. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 
 
 

Creative Technologies 
Pupils in year 8 are learning about food provenance - where their food comes from. Part of the unit 
involves learning about seasonality and so the pupils have been growing their own vegetables in the 
greenhouse and the raised beds. Pupils will eventually be able to taste the food they have grown, 
comparing it with produce from the supermarket. We are also separating out store-bought Basil plants 
which we will continue to grow and turn into pesto.  

 
This display represents the collage work and artists’ research task based on children’s book illustrators. 
The pupils worked with collage materials to develop Eric Carle animal designs and investigated a number 
of other well-known illustrators such as Beatrix Potter and David McKee. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

Mathematics. 
Pupils in year 7 are currently learning about angles. They have been looking at angle facts and exploring 
different rules such as alternate, corresponding and vertically opposite angles. Pupils have enjoyed 
tackling harder questions to work out missing values in angles in parallel lines. Pupils have also enjoyed 
using their knowledge of angles to create rockets and space ships. We have even had the opportunity to 
investigate interior angles in polygons.  
                     
 
In year 8 pupils have enjoyed looking at area. They have 
worked out areas of different shapes and enjoyed applying 
their knowledge to compound shapes.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

Year 9 pupils are currently looking at transformations. Pupils are enjoying reflecting, enlarging, translating 
and rotating shapes.  

 
 

All KS3 pupils have been doing a weekly skills check activity in lesson as part of our retrieval tasks. This 
has been extremely helpful in helping pupils revisit previous topic questions.  
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